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Under the Green Energy Act (ACT), 2009 (Ontario Regulation 397/11) public agencies, including school 
boards, are required to publicly post information by July 1, 2013 on an Energy Consumption and 
Greenhouse Gas Emission Template for the operation of buildings in 2011.  

The information on the Board’s facilities outlined below is provided to comply with the Act and includes 
an overview of the Board’s heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) systems and facilities data.  

The Board is comprised of 51 schools and two administrative buildings totaling over 2 million square feet 
of floor space. The age of these facilities spans six decades from the 1950s to present day, and the design 
of their mechanical and electrical systems are equally varied. Many of the newer schools have large 
central HVAC systems with full air conditioning, while several older buildings have only electric or oil 
heating without any air conditioning. A central Building Automation System allows operators to control, 
adjust, monitor and schedule the hours of operation for all the buildings.  

The hours of use for our facilities varies by location, as many of the buildings host after hours user 
groups, such as Scouts and sport teams, who use the building on a regular basis, which is in addition to 
the extended hours that daycare centers in our schools operate throughout the year. The hours that a 
building is used plays a large role in the amount of energy consumed, and the hours of use can range from 
40 to over 80 hours per week. 

The energy data provided in the attached chart varies from school to school based on the above factors.  
The Board is constantly looking for ways to reduce its energy consumption and minimize the impact we 
have on the environment.  Some of the building system upgrades that we have recently installed include 
new lighting systems with high efficiency fixtures and LED technology, high efficiency heating boilers, 
heat recovery systems and the installation of five vertical axis wind turbines to generate electricity for use 
at their location.  The new school buildings and major additions are designed and constructed to a high 
standard equivalent to LEED silver levels. As a Catholic Board, we have the additional responsibility of 
being stewards of God’s creation, so efforts are made to ensure responsible energy management. 

The Board will be further analyzing the attached Energy Conservation and Demand Management Plan as 
we continue to fine-tune our systems and reduce our energy consumption, carbon foot print and operating 
costs. 


